
HANDS OPEN

Sunday evening the phone rang.  The voice on the other 
end said, “Sorry for calling so late, but I wanted you to 
know we finished the Angel Tree project.  The thirteen 
families we sponsored received their Christmas gifts and 
nine of the families in need, received food baskets.”

I am thankful for the giving of our church family, but the 
truth is; there are people all over the world who have 
given selflessly during the Christmas season.  

Scripture says we are made in the image of God.  One of 
the clearest reflections of that image is in our capacity to 
give.  I mean; giving out of sheer compassion without any 
expectation of receiving in return.  

I dare say that we, the human race, are at our best when 
we are moved by compassion.  And the opposite is equally 
true; we are at our worst when we clutch tightly to our 
selfishness.

There is a good deal of disenchantment with religion 
these days.  -Considering some of the things done in the 
name of religion, that’s understandable.  However, religion 
in a true and balanced form doesn’t harm, but rather 
challenges us to be our best.  At least that’s what the book 
of James says.

“Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is 
this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to 
keep oneself unspotted from the world.” James1:27

Someone once shared a great piece of advice with me: If 
you want to live your life to the fullest; learn to live with 
“hands open.”    

“Living with hands open”… that’s not a bad new year’s 
resolution! Imagine what might happen if for one year; we 
all gave more than we took.  How much would the world 
change by this time next year?  Anyway, it’s definitely food 
for thought.

It’s Not the End of 

the World ðYet!

Sermon Series coming January 17th

A balanced look at the book of Revelation

Sundays at 6:00 pm
Canaan Fellowship Hall
(Find out more about Awana)

When you need a 
little help, give us a 
call 765-386-7434

Good food, good cause!
Order for pickup at Canaan, click here
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