MORNING REVIEW

This morning we dealt with the greater theme of the chapter, dealing with the two

witnesses. You may not have thought about it this way before; the two witnesses are not two individuals, but

two great aspects of the entire Christ story: the background of the “What” and “Why” of the Messiah illustrated
through the Old Testament, and the “How” and “Who” of the New Testament. Even those theories that propose
individuals relate these qualities to them. The two witness are actually the two pillars of the genuine, remnant church.

» HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT THE TWO WITNESSES THIS WAY?
» HOW DOES THIS FIT THE WAY WE ARE PRESENTLY LOOKING AT REVELATION?
» WHAT ALTERNATIVE HAVE YOU CONSIDERED?

But the greatest issue of this morning’s focus is that there is a point that CHRISTIANITY LOSES!
We are told that the remnant church will have great power to accomplish its task, which it does; but that it will lose the
battle against the beast (Satan). —At least it will certainly seem so.

» HOW DOES THAT AFFECT YOUR CHRISTIAN HOPE?
» WHY IS THIS REALLY NOT A DEVASTATING THING; AND IN FACT A GOOD THING?

NOW TO THE TEMPLE

Now we back up to the first of the chapter dealing with the measuring of the Temple.
| was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, “Go and measure the temple of God and the altar, with its
worshipers. But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will
trample on the holy city for 42 months. (Rev. 11:1-2)

In this chapter, John doesn’t go into the results of his measuring. We aren’t given any dimensions; that tells us the
size of the Temple. That is not the focus here; the focus is the act of measuring; that is what sets the tone to the
chapter.

So we need to ask ourselves; what impression to we get from a person measuring?

-In a word; absolutes; something finite. The wall starts here, and it ends there, not an inch more or less. And
although the impression is something tangible, the real Temple in Jerusalem would’ve been destroyed some twenty
years before John wrote this. So the Temple is obviously a symbol for something else.

What is being measured?
It’s not the entire temple, just the inner parts; that place where the altar exists and where the worshipers are. So the
implication is those who are before God’s throne; that group of people who are actually in relationship with God.

Of course, the template of this image is the Temple in Jerusalem, it has a court of the gentiles just as the temple
did. In the physical temple, the religious foreigner was given room to pay their respects to God. There was a space set
aside for them, they could go this far, and no further. The vision gives us an absolute in this regard as well. However,
there’s a definite twist; the “gentiles” to which John is referring is not the non-Jew, but the non-believer.

Limited in thought

The non-believer will be allowed to “trample” the church. The word in the original Greek carries some telling
subtleties. “T r a mp | e "literdllypn@ahs & Mmagke a path; it can mean to crush under foot or persecute, but it also
means to insult, contempt, and desecrate.



SOME STATS

Isn’t that we see in our day? The non-believing world has made many paths into the Christian court of practice
and belief. According to the latest polls, 41% of professing Christians believe morals are relative to personal choice;
that is to say, the Bible doesn’t contain absolute moral truth in all situations. 10% don’t believe Scripture is inerrant.
Even if we do consider it God’s absolute, most of the church is Biblically illiterate! Polls show that; 40% dabble in
Scripture only once a month, 1 in 5 say they read it daily, and 1 in 5 say they never read it.

Let’s take a little test; where in the Bible does it say:

God helps those who help themselves.
(It doesn’t, the saying is from Aesop’s fable, “Hercules and the Waggoner.”) Why do you think this became popular in
Christian thought?

Cleanliness is next to godliness.
(It doesn’t, it originated as an ancient Babylonian proverb and was revived by Sir Francis Bacon and John Wesley.) Why
do you think this became popular in Christian thought?

Hate the sin, love the sinner.

(It is not in the Bible, although it indirectly follows Biblical principle. —Jude 1: 22 And have mercy on those who doubt;
23 save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment
stained by the flesh.- It is actually a loose quote of Mahatma Gandbhi, written in 1929.) Why do you think this became
popular in Christian thought?

Money is the root of all evil.
(It is a misquote of 1 Tim 6:10 which actually says the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil... An emotional
attachment to money is in the Greek, “avarice.”) Why do you think this became popular in Christian thought?

The lion shall lay down with the lamb.

(Although Jesus is the Lion of Judah and the Lamb of God (Rev. 5) this phrase never appears. The closest is Isaiah 11:6
which says “the wolf will dwell with the lamb... the leopard ... with the young goat... the calf and the young lion... and a
little boy shall lead them.) Why do you think this became popular in Christian thought?

This too shall pass.
(This is actually a misinterpretation of an Old English poem, “The Lament of Doer.” It calls to mind several Germanic
mythological figures who went through troubled times.) Why do you think this became popular in Christian thought?

It is easy for a world full of insults and desecration to make inroads into the church, because much of the church
doesn’t know what God says anyway!

However, even though that’s the case, the vision to John tells us this; the trampling of the church has its limits, it
will happen only as far as God allows it.

Limited in time

The trampling of God’s Kingdom, the Temple is also limited in time.

Once again it refers to the time limit given by Daniel. It is the time of the abomination of desolation. It will be the worst
violation and persecution of God’s people, but God has set limits on it; just like He has done in the past.

HE TAKE-AWAYS

There are a few powerful take-aways from this powerful little chapter:



-God always tells the straight truth; hardships will come. Salvation is free, but there is a heavy price to
growing into a Christ relationship.

-There is a spiritual war going on. 1t is behind everything that we see and hear. And there will come a time
when it seems inevitable; God’s Kingdom and people will go the way of the dinosaur. We will become extinct. But that
is not the case.

-God is in control in even the darkest points. He has foretold us the dark valleys, and He has already
revealed the victory.

-It causes us to redefine our idea of success in the church and in our own spiritual walk. 1t is
great to increase in numbers. It is affirming to sense we are relevant and accepted. It is rewarding to see visible fruit to
our labors. But on our way to eternal life; there are points that all those things will fade away. We need something else
as a constant compass; the commonality to all the ultimate victors in Revelation is obedience; obedience to God’s Word,
testimony, and teaching; to the very end.



