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TODAY STARTS A JOURNEY toward Easter.  The observance of Easter is the resurrection, the fulfilled 

completion of the Messiah’s first coming.  -Finding the deep significance of Christ’s FIRST lies in the power of His 
SECOND coming.  If we faithfully delve into the Book of Revelation, it will bring a new level of meaning to this Easter.    
 

So what is Revelation really all about?   
Start with this: Imagine Christianity declines to the point that there are only pockets of church communities around 
the world.  Any religious thought that does remain is antagonistic towards Biblical Christianity.  The general public is 
completely unchurched, so if they have any impression of Christianity at all, it is likely negatively misunderstood.  In 
addition, the governments of the world are becoming increasingly against it. 
 
You might say that sounds like where we are heading now, but the truth is; that is where Christianity has come from in 
the past.  As we explore the book of Revelation, it is important to remember that. …We said the method of 
understanding the Bible correctly starts with three basic questions: WHO SAID IT?  WHO DID THEY SAY IT TO?  WHAT 
WAS THE CONTEXT?  That’s especially important in Revelation.  So let’s cover some basic background. 
 

BASIC BACKGROUND 
Who is speaking?   
If we look into the background of the book, we would likely say; it was the beloved apostle, John.  We might recount 
the story that Caesar ordered him executed by boiling in oil.  As the legend goes, he was placed in the oil and when he 
was brought out he was completely unharmed.  Legend or not, we do know that John was the only apostle spared from 
martyrdom by this time.  Revelation is truly, the last Scripture to be penned. 
 
We do know that he was banished to the prison mine on the Isle of Patmos, and it was there he penned this letter to the 

churches.  …And if you said that, you’d be right, but you’d be wrong… in one critical point. 
 

John is writing, but he is merely reporting what God had designed to show him.  This book is no more John’s than 
the war in the Middle East belongs to the reporter who covers it.  There are some important things to note: 

 Christ is telling the story here. 
 It is God Himself that is choosing the symbology of the book; and it is very symbolic.   

 God is speaking to a Christian (John) raised in Jewish faith and culture.   

 God is telling the story that is a continuation and fulfillment of that faith, and uses the symbolism He’s 
already established.  It sounds wild until we dig into the basic questions: Who is speaking?  Who are they 
speaking to?  What is the context?   

 

The Jewish Old Testament told of ominous events through two types of language; prophetic and apocalyptic, 

essentially, the prophetic explains God’s thinking, as in Isaiah.  The apocalyptic, (Ezekiel or Daniel) communicates in 
imagery that sounds bazaar to the uninitiated, but makes sense to those rooted in God’s theology.   
 

So we might ask, why the “weird stuff”? 
God carries out an interesting strategy in two directions: 

1. To those who are hostile to God; it is unintelligible, a kind of divine encryption. 
2. To those in a relationship with God, especially those in the day of its writing; the images refer to truths they 

know and it resonates with them.   
 

Why would God choose such a strategy?   
First, He said He would.  It fulfills prophecy, justice, and His own perfect plan.  For example, speaking to the people of 
ancient Israel who had become unfaithful and hard-hearted, God said this through the prophet Isaiah:  
Isaiah 6:9 
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He said, "Go and tell this people: "'Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.' 
 

Second, apocalyptic writing has been the way God has communicated with His people during times of extreme 
persecution.  In times of powerful enemies, encrypted communication is a wise thing.    
 

Speaking of “apocalypse”, the word for revelation used by John was “apocalypses”, means literally; to uncover, as 

in uncover a mystery that wasn’t previously understood.  That’s important to understand, Revelation may contain 
mysteries, but the book was written expressly, not to be a mystery.  In a time when believers were under persecution, it 

was meant to give a clearer vision of their hope.   

 

That means; much of the symbolism used would make natural sense to those originally receiving it.  So if we want 
the truth of the letter, we need to consider it, from their world; their culture; their current events; their history, their 
hopes, and their place in the faith.  The symbolism will show up in characters, numbers, creatures, and features.  

Context means everything!  
 

The burning question of Revelation for almost everyone is this: What time period is it actually talking 
about?  Well, there’s been a few views on that... 

 

VIEWS OF REVELATION 
There are at least three classic views on Revelation, we’ll cover those more in the sermon/discussion this evening.  But 
for now, let’s just say that we will follow a current line of thinking that takes the best points of each view. 
The book of Revelation is a unique book, but like the rest of Scripture, it bridges to the past; has crucial principles 
for us now, and speaks our future hope.  …So, let’s keep this background in mind as we enter this incredible book. 
 

THE OPENING VERSES 
This morning, we’ll only venture into the opening verses because this is will determine whether the rest of the book will 
have the proper affect on us, or it will not.   

Revelation 1:1-3 (NIV) 
 The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it 
known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who 
hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 

Before we start, take note of that last sentence: We will be blessed by going into this book.  But we will only be 
blessed if we “take to heart” what it is telling us. 
 

We are told “the time is near.”  But we have to keep in mind; this is the timetable of the Creator.  You know, it might 

not be the popular church thinking, but I appreciate modern cosmology speaking in terms of a 15 billion year old 
universe.  It only makes our God even bigger.  Peter (2 Peter 3:8) and David (Psalm 90:4) when they say a thousand years 
is like a day, and a day like a thousand years in His sight.   
 
A second implication of the time coming quickly is not simply, when; but whenever the events happen, they will unfold 
very quickly.    
 

So where do we fit in this cosmic timetable?  I’d subscribe to Tozer when he said, “We are to live as though 
Christ is coming back tonight, and work as though He’s not coming back for a thousand years.”  
 
John echoes what Paul told the Roman church some 30 years earlier: 
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Romans 13 
11.  And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than 
when we first believed.  
 12.  The night is far spent, the day is at hand.  Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armor of light.  
 13.  Let us walk properly, as in the day. 
 

The most important take-away here is the sense of urgency.  The Creator God is telling us; 
the clock is ticking down!  There is an urgency to two God-mandated objectives: 

1. For those unreached to be reached by the Lord who is reaching out. 
2. For those now reached, to grow deeper in the One who has reached them. 

 
As we look at the letters of the apostles; we don’t see fluff; we don’t see a religion based on a business model, we don’t 
find entertainment as a staple of the church.  There are no games about Jesus, there is only engaging Christ.     
 

Just to balance this: We know that the church is characterized by joy.  Yes, there is an urgency, but it doesn’t mean 
we can’t have a little fun at fellowship dinners or events like “home coming.”  It’s not a sin to put a fresh twist on 

Christmas or Easter –AS LONG AS- it honestly contributes to objectives one and two: reaching the unreached, and 
honestly, growing deeper as disciples.  If those things are missing, then it is only a church game; which means, it is NOT 

obedience to God.   
 

There is no blessing there… “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those 
who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.” 
 

Hypothetical question: If you knew Christ was coming back in say, a month, or a week, or a day; would you 
plan differently?  Would we take assembling together so casually?  Would we be so obsessed with the past, or would 
we see the urgency for the future?  (An honest answer to that would certainly indicate how on or off the mark we know 
we are.)  
 
It is little wonder that Christ takes John directly into the messages for the churches.  No matter what the age; we sure 
have a tendency to forget the main thing as the main thing!  But before we go to those letters, (next week) this 
Revelation wants us to gain an appreciation of just who is addressing us. 
 

WHO IS SPEAKING? 
John has this impossible task of describing something human eyes have never experienced.  But he’s doesn’t pull 

analogies out of thin air, he falls back on the language and symbols of earlier prophets.  In verse 10, John hears a voice 
like a trumpet.  The trumpet in Scriptural tradition is a sound of authority, announcing important events; royal, 
religious, or military.  The Christ John meets is no longer meek and gentle, but irresistible in authority.   
 

He is dressed like a king, again a picture of authority.  The description seems a little curious though; Jesus died at 33, 

yet His hair is like white wool.  He has blazing eyes and bronze feet.  What’s that all about? 
 

The white hair in the culture of the day, is of course associated with age, and that is directly associated with wisdom.  
The Christ of Revelation has the wisdom of the ages.   
 

But age can also denote a loss of vitality, but not in Christ, his eyes are like blazing fire.  Have you ever locked eyes 
with a person so energized you’d say, they had “fire in their eyes?”  Imagine the blaze in God’s eyes! 
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His feet are like glowing bronze.  The imagery takes John back into the overwhelming vision of Ezekiel , written in 

apocalyptic language.  By this time, this type of imagery had been engrained in the Jewish mind for some 600 
years.  John is in the presence of an entity who is pure, divine, and powerful beyond imagination.  It is not inspiring, or 
invigorating; this presence is almost too much to bear.  Jacob (Gen. 28:17) and Daniel (Dan. 9:12) in a similar presence of 
God used the word “dreadful”, “yaw-ray’” in Hebrew, which combines the words fear and reverence.  “Power” we might 
imagine, but can you imagine a being so beautiful, so pure, so radiant, that they fill you with fear and dread?  God is 
overwhelming. 
 
Daniel says “And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful 
God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love Him…” (Dan 9:4)  
 

His voice is described again, this time, as “rushing waters.” –And again, John’s back into Ezekiel (43:2) where God’s 

voice is like “rushing waters.”  Have you ever heard a very large waterfall, like Niagara Falls?  It covers the full 
sound spectrum from the hiss of the highest frequencies to the lowest rumble you feel but don’t hear.  Imagine that 
quality in a voice.  It would be overwhelming! 
 

His face is like the sun.  John is struggling for words, but what he is seeing isn’t merely light, it is something beyond a 
physical quality.  In the Old Testament, when God visited the Temple, they called it “Shekinah” glory, or dwelling or 
settling of GodΩs presence. 
2 Chronicles 7 
1.  Now when Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the 
sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the temple.  
 2.  And the priests could not enter the house of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord's house.     
 

His tongue a double-edged sword.  This would take John back to prophetic imagery once again; this time, Isaiah 1:20. 
Isaiah talks about God whose tongue is a sword.  To put it in modern terms, it is a tongue that cuts through all the smoke 
and mirrors and gets to the truth of things.  The same powerful, no-nonsense God of the Old Testament is the God of 
the New: 

Hebrews 4:12-14  
For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s 
sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
 

HERE’S THE PICTURE:  Everything about Christ is overwhelming.  He’s overwhelming in beauty, 

overwhelming in wisdom, overwhelming in presence, overwhelming in the truth, even to the point we can’t bear.  If John 

had not been protected by God, such a presence would have destroyed him!  This is the God who is speaking to us, 

right now, as we open this book.   
 

If we have any sense at all; we won’t play games.  If it is not reaching the unreached, or engaging God to go 

deeper ourselves, we are playing games.  You don’t dismiss God when He tells you the clock is ticking.   

 

God is not a blessing…  unless we hear, and take it to heart.   

Before we go any further into this book, we need to make a serious attempt to be cognizant of who is speaking to 
us.  

Are we ready to hear and take it to heart? That is the only this book becomes a blessing, and not dreadful and 
confusing. 


